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Burning down under 



21st Century 

Teens Lead-in  
Question 1: Are “bushfires” a natural cycle in Australia? 
Question 2: What do you know about the big    “bushfire” that   started  last September? 
Question 3: What is the relationship between “climate change” and the risk of wildfire? 
Question 4: Is “what we are seeing in Australia” normal? What does that mean to the earth? 

A map of Australia 

A kangaroo hopping in the wildfire 
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21st Century 

Teens 

Question 1: Are “bushfires” a natural cycle in Australia? 
Question 2: What do you know about the big “bushfire” that   
started  last September? 
Question 3: What is the relationship between “climate 
change” and the risk of wildfire? 
Question 4: Is “what we are seeing in Australia” normal? 
What does that mean to the earth? 

Gather information 

Australia is no stranger to wildfires. The country’s weather patterns create 

heat and dryness, which fuel occasional bushfires in a natural cycle.  

So far，the fire has burned 7.3 million hectares (73,000 square kilometers) of land, 

killing at least 28 people and destroying more than 3,000 homes in the process, 

reported the Telegraph. 

Worse still, researchers at the UK Bureau of Meteorology believe that wildfires like this 

might become “normal conditions” in the future, according to the BBC.  

What we are seeing in Australia is not the “new normal”. It’s a transition 

(过渡) to worse impacts. 



21st Century 

Teens Decide 
Q: What can we do to save the earth? 

Walk more. 

Drive less. 

Eat processed food. 

Cook at home. 

Save water. 

Save electricity. 

Not use throw-away chopsticks. 



21st Century 

Teens 

     According to Australia’s Bureau of Meteorology (气象局), the country’s 
temperatures have risen by more than one degree Celsius since 1920.  

Raised in the countryside, he knows that he should work hard to earn a 
bright future.   

Rather than trying to predict an unknown future, it is better to do something 
and make sure you are ready to seize an unexpected opportunity when it 
arises. 

Learn to use 

1. It is okay for friends to quarrel sometimes. Problems can ________ if 
there are disagreements between the two. 

2. They decided to climb to the top of the mountain together to see the sun 
______. 

3. They have a farm in the countryside and _________ a lot of chickens, 
geese and sheep. 

Focus on words 



21st Century 

Teens 

The impact will get worse if we don’t do what it takes to stabilize (稳定) 
the world’s climate. 

Real or Unreal? 

I was really busy then and I didn’t go to the concert. If I had been there 
earlier last weekend,  I could have seen him in the flesh. 

We decide to go for a trip with my friends tomorrow, but it is cloudy 
today. If it rains tomorrow, we will cancel the trip.  

I could have made much progress in English if I had followed my tutor’s 
advice.  

Be careful with the verb form.  



21st Century 

Teens 

Take action now and save 
the earth together. 

-Thanks for listening.- 


